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A 

BILL 


TO 

Amend the Law relating to Franchises in Ireland. 

B e it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the adYice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the same, as follows : 

5 1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Municipal 

Eranchise Amendment (Ireland) Act, 1891. 

2. In this Act the word “borough” shall mean any borough 
named in the Schedule (A.) to the Act of the third and fourth 
years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter one hundred and 
10 eight (lierein-after referred to as “ the said Act”), or any town or 
borough to which, pursuant to the fourteenth section of the said 
Act, a charter of incorporation has been or shall be granted ; and 
the word “mayor” as to the city of Dublin shall mean “Lord 
Mayor.” The said Act and the Acts amending it are herein-after 
15 referred to as “ the said Acts.” 

3. Prom and after i\\& passing of this Act, so much of each and 
all of the said Acts as relates to the qualifications necessary to 
entitle any person to he, and to be enrolled as, a burgess in any 
borough shall be and the same w hereby repealed. In lieu of the 
20 qualification pieecribod by the said Acts, the qualification in this 
Act herein-after prescribed shall be deemed to be substituted. 

4. — (1.) Every person who is qualified as follows ; that is to say, 
(tK.) Who is of full age ; and 

(6.) Who on the thirty-first day of Augitst in any year is, and 
26 during the whole of the preceding twelve calendar months has 
been, an occupier of any house, warehouse, counting-house, 
shop, or other building within any borough ; and 
[Bill 27.] A 2 
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A.D. 1891. (ff.) "Who shall also during tlio poiiod of six calendar months 

next preceding said day have resided within such borough, or 
within seven statute miles of the same : and 
(d.) Who shad have been rated in respect of such premises so 
occupied by him in ail rates made under the Acts for the relief 5 
of the destitute poor in Ireland during said twelve calendar 
months ; and 

(e.) Who on or before said thirty-firsl day of Auyust shall have 
paid or discharged all rates (if any) made; prior to the preceding 
first day of January (includingborough rates) whicli shall have 10 
become payable by him in respect of such premises dm*ing his 
occupation tliercof, 

shall be entitled to be enrolled in that year in the burgess roll for 
such borough according to the provisions of the said Acts, and wlieii 
so enrolled shall be, and shall l)o entitled to vote as, a burgess of 15 
such borough and member of the Ijody corporate* of the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgesses of such borough. 

(2.) The said premises so to bo occupied need not be the same 
premises or in the same parish or union, but may bo different 
premises occupied in immediate succession by such person in the iJO 
same parish or union, or in different parishes or unioiis. 

(3.) A person occupying any such premises as aforesaid jointly 
with any other person or persons shall be deemed an occupier of 
such premises within the meaning of this section. 

(4.) In aud for the purposes of this Act, the terms house, ware- 25 
house, counting-house, shop, or other biiildmg, include any part 
of a house, whether separately rated or not, wliere that part is 
separately occupied for the purposes of residence, or of any trade, 
business, or profession ; and any such part may for tlic purpose 
of describing the qualification he described as dwelling, office, 30 
chambers, studio, or by any like term applicable to the case. 
Where an occupier is entitled to the sole and exclusive use of any 
part of a house, that part shall not be deemed to be occupied other- 
wise than separately by reason only that the occupier is entitled to 
the joint use of some other jiart. 35 

(5.) A person shall not be disqualified from lieing enrolled or 
voting as a burgess as aforesaid in respect of the occupation of any 
house by reason only that duiing a part of said twelve calendar 
months, not exceeding four months in the wliole, he has, by letting 
or otherwise, permitted such house to he occupied as a iLirnished 40 
dwelling-house by some otlicr pei’son, and during such ocout)ation. 
by another person has not resided in or within seven miles of the 
borough. 
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(6.) Tlie said distanco of seven statute miles sliall be computed 
by the nearest public road or way, by land or water. 

5. No person being an alien slnill under the provisions of this 
Act be enrolled as a burgess in any year ; and no person shall be 

5 so eni’olled in any year who within twelve calendar months next 
before tho said thirfy-firHt day of Any iisl shall have received relief, 
other than medical relic I’, under th(5 Acts for the relief of the 
destitute poor in Ireland. 

6. Nothing in this Act contained shall an'ect any existing 
10 burgess roll, and every such roll sliall continue in full I’orcc and 

effect in all respects as if this Act had not been passed. 

7. In case any such house, w^arcliousc, eouniing-liouse, shop, or 
other building, as aforesaid, in any borough, shall come i.o any 
person by descent, niurriagc, maiTiagc-sutthanent, devisi^ beipicst, 

16 or promotion to any bciicliee or oillce, such pcusoii shall be entitled 
to reckon the occupancy, and rating in respect of the occupancy 
thereof, by the person froni ur by wliom any such premises as 
aforesaid shall have so come to him as Ills own occupancy and 
mting, and shall be entith.-d to be enrolled and be a biii’gess in 
20 respect of such successive occupancy and rating, provich;d ho shall 
be otherwise qualiQcd as herein provided. Rating in the name of 
the predecessor sliall, until a new rate is made after the date of tlic 
succession, be equivalent to rating in tbe name of the successor, 
and the successor shall not be required to pi*ove his own residence, 
25 occupancy, or rating before the succession. 

8. Wlierc any rate is payable in instalments, payment of any 
instalment sliall, for the piuposes of tins Act, be deemed a pay- 
ment of such rate in respoet ol' the period to vvMcli tho instalment 
applies. 

30 9. Ri’om and after tlu^ immny of IMh Aoly no pcr.son shall be 

enrolled in tho bvirgi'ss roll of any borough for the ]uuposo of 
enjoying the right, s for tho first time conferred by the said Acts or 
this Act in respect of any title otluu* than by residence, occupancy, 
rating and yniyiueut of tuxes witliin such borough accorcling to tbe 
35 meaning and provisions of this Act. 

10. Whore ill the ease of any such premises as aforesaid the 
immediate lessor or owner of same is primaiily liable to pay the 
poor rates payabhi out- of such promises, the name of the occupier 
shall, notwithstanding, be inserted in the rate book and the 
40 guardians of the poor, or the collector-general of rates, as the case 
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may be, or any other person or persons maldng out any such poor 
rate, shall enter in the occupiers column of the rate book the name 
of the occupier of any such premises, who shall thei-eupon, so far as 
regards qualification for any franchise conferred by this or any other 
Act, he deemed to he rated in respect of same. If any clerk of 6 
union, collector-general, or other person, negligently or wilfully, and 
without reasonable cause, omits the name of the occupier of any 
such premises from the rate hook, or negligently or wilfully mis- 
states any name therein, such person shall for every such omission 
or mis-statement he liable to a penalty not exceeding two pounds, 10 
to he recovered by civil bill before the county court judge or 
recorder within whose jurisdiction such person resides, at suit of 
the occupier of the premises in relation to which such omission or 
mis-statement shall have taken place : Trovided that any occupier 
whose uame shall he so omitted or mis-stated shall, notwithstanding 15 
such omission or mis-statement, and that no claim to he rated has 
been made by him, be entitled to every qualification and franchise 
depending upon his occupation of, or upon his l)oiug rated in respect 
of, any such premises, in the same manner as if hia name had not 
been so omitted or mis-stated. 20 

Notwithstanding anything contained in tlie sixty-tinrd section of ““ 
the Act of the twelfth and thirteenth years of the reign of Her 
present Majesty, chapter ninety-one, this section shall apply to any 
such premises as aforesaid, situate within the city of Dublin, what- 
ever the nature of the tenancy under which the occupier holds such 25 
premises. 

11. Every immediate lessor or owner who is primarily liable to 
pay the poor rates payable out of any such premises as aforesaid 

f shall deliver to the poor rate collector, or collector-general, as the 
case may be, from time to time when required by him, a list in 30 
writing, containing the names of the occupier or occupiers of such 
premises ; and if any such immediate le.ssor or owner wilfully or 
negligeutly omits to deliver such list when required to do so, or 
wilfully or negligently omits therefrom or mis-states therein the 
uame of any occupiei% he shall for every such omission or mis-state- 35 
ment be liable to a penalty not exceeding two pounds, to he 
recovered by civil bill before the county court judge or recorder 
witlun whose jurisdiction he resides, at suit of the occupier whose 
uame has been so omitted or mis-stated. 

12. Where the immediate lessor or owner of any such premises 49 
as aforesaid is primai*ily liable to pay the taxes payable out of same, 
and the payment of which is necessary by law to entitle the occupier 
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of such premises to he enrolled in the burgess roll, and such imme- A.D. 1891. 
diate lessor or owner omits or neglects to pay any such taxes within 
four months after the making tlieroof, the occupier of said premises 
may, at any time after tli(3 expiration ot‘ such period of four months, 

5 pay so much of said taxes as may be necessai’y to qualify him to be 
enrolled in the burgess roll, and to b(^ a burgess pui'suaut to the 
fourth section of this Ac;t ; and (wery such occupier so paying such 
taxes may deduct from ih('. lamt, which he may then or next there- 
after he liable to pay in respect oJ! said premises the whole of any 
10 taxes so paid by him; and if rent to the amount of sucli taxes be 
not then or do not tliorcaftcr become due from such occupier, he 
shall be entitled to recover such proportion of the said taxes as ho 
has thus boon unable to d<iduct from his rent ft*om tlio said imme- 
diate lessor or ower by civil bill. Nothing contained in this 
15 section shall prejudice or affect any right or liability oi' any such 
occupier as aforesaid under any Acts rehiting to the assessment, 
levying, or collection of any such taxes. 


13. — (1.) Where any taxes d mi in respect of any such promises Occupioi- to 
as aforesaid, previously to first day of January in any year, and 
20 the payment of which is necessary l>y law to entitle the occupier of noupaymenL 
such premises to be enrolled in the burgess roll, remain unpaid on 
thQ first day of May following, the guardians of the poor in boroughs 
other than in Dublin, and in Dublin the collector-general of mtes, 
shall, on or before the twentioth of the same month of May, unless 
25 such taxes have previously been paid, give or cause to be given a 
notice in the form (Nuniber 1) sot Jbrth in the schedule to this Act, 
or to the like effect, to tlie occupier of such premises. Tiie notice 
shall be deemed to be duly given if delivered to the occupier or left 
at his last or usual place of abode, or with some person on the 
30 premises in respect of which the taxes are payal)le, and in case no 
such person can b(5 found, such notice shall be deemed to have been 
duly given if affixed upon some conspicuous part of the said 
premises. Any poi-son who shall negligently or wilfully withhold 
any such notice shall for every such oiTence he liable to a penalty 
35 not exceeding two pounds, to be recovered by civil bill before the 
comity court judge or recorder within whose jurisdiction such 
person resides by the occupier of the premises in question. 

(2.) Where any such prcinisus a-s aforesaid, situate within any 
borough within the meaning of this Act, are also situate within any 
40 town, or parliamentary borough entitled to i-eturn a member 
or members to serve in ParUament, and suck premises are caj)able 
of conferring the parliamentary franchise for such city, towm, or 
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borougli the notice to the occupier ol; such premises lieroiu-before 
in this section referred to shall be in the form (Numljer 2) set forth 
iu the schedule to this Act, or to the like ellect. 

(3.) This section shall apply to any such premises as aforesaid, 
notwithstanding that the immediate lessor or owner thereof is 5 
primarily liable to pay the taxes herein-beforo in this section 
mentioned payable out of same. 

Xhe town clerk of every bnrongb .shall, on or before 
Wiejifih day of June in every year, publish a notice in printing or 
wilting, .according to the form (Number 3) in the schedule to this iq 
A ct annexed, or to the like elfect, stating that no person will be 
entitled to have his name inserted in any list of burgesses for such 
borough then next to be made in respect of the occupation of any 
such premises, as aforesaid, situate ivitbin such borough, unless on 
or before the thirty-first day of Augnst tlien next ensuing all taxes 13 
which shall have become payable in respect of said premises pre- 
viously to the preceding first day of January y and the payment of 
which is necessary by law* to entitle bini to be enrolled in the bm-gess 
roll, shall have been paid; and such notice shall accumtely set 
forth what such taxes are. 20 

(2.) 'WTiere the whole or piul. of the area of a borough within the 
meaning of this Act is co-extensive with or included in the area 
of any city, town, or parliamentary borough entitled to return a 
membei' or niemhers to serve in Parliament, the notice herein- 
before ill this section referred to shall be in the form (Number 4) 25 
set forth in the schedule to this Act, or to the like effect, and in 
the case of such borough shall be deemed to be in lieu of the 
notice referred to in the tliii'tieth section of the Act of the thirteenth 
and fomteonth years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter 
sixty-nine. gQ 

(3.) A notice by this section required to be published shall he so 
published by being affixed and kept in some public and conspicuous 
situation, near the outside of the outer door of each and all the 
buildings herein-after mentioned, that is to say, every town-haU, 
every post office and telegraph office occupied by or on behalf of 35 
Her klajesty’s Postmaster General, every church, cliapel, and other 
place of public wor.sliip, and every public or municipal office, such 
building (in the case of the notice herein-hofore in this section first 
mentioned [form Number 3] ) being within the municipal borough, 
or (in the case of the’ notice herein-before in this section secondly 40 
mentioned [form Number 4]) being within either the municipal 
boi'ough or the parliamentary borough. 
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15. Where any person sliali liavc been an occupier of any such A.D. 1891. 
premises as aforesaid during the period in the tbnrth section of the ^n-oT^ 
Act prescribed, and such p(3i'son, being the. person liable to be rated omission iu 
for such premises, sbnll brivo bona lide paid, on or ])o{bro the thiriy- 

^ first day of Any as I in huc.Iv year, all poor rates wbicli became pay- qualification, 
able in respect of said ])i*cniises previously to the preceding day 
of January, sucli person shall, as and from the time wlKinliis occu- 
pation of such premises (jomment^ed, be deemed to Ik 3 and to have 
been rated 1-o the relief of the poor in respect of such premises 
2 Q within the meaning of liio :fourth. section of this Act,, and shall he 
entitled, if otherwise q^ualiriod, to be enrolled in the burgess roll, 
and, -when so enrolled, to bo a burgess of tlie said borougli in 
respect of such piuimiscs in any year, any error, omission, misnomer, 
misdescription, or insufficient description iu any rate of the person 
so occupying, or of the premises so occupied, notwithstanding. 

16. Except iis relates to llio (lualification of biu*gesscs, or as Lists of bur- 
otherwise expressly provided, this Act shall not in any manner 

affect the maldng out of the lists of burgesses for any borough now revised with 
required by law to bo made out preparatory to the revision of the 
20 burgess roll of such borough, or tho enrolnioiit of burgesses for such 
borougli, or the revision of any sucli lists, or tho preparation of the 
burgess roll, and all the provisions of any statute relating to such 
lists or roll, and the preparation and revision of same, or otherwise, 
to the enrolment of bui'gesses for any borough, shall, except as 
26 expressly modified by this Act, and except as regards the qualifica- 
tion of bui’gesses, coutinuo in full force and cffoct as if this Act 
had not been passed, and shall apply with the necossaiy modifica- 
tions to any person hereby authorised to bo enrolled as and be a 
burgess, and to tbo extended borough franeliise hereby conferred. 

30 Such of the provisious of the said Acts as relate to or alfect the 
borough fi’anchisc in existence prior to tho date of the passing of 
this Act, or the enrolment of burgesses on whom such franchise is 
conferred (including the provisious of the said Acts as lugards 
claims to bo rated iu respect of any sueb premises as aforesaid) 

35 shall, witli tlic neccssiiry modifications, extend and apply to the 
franeliise conferred by the fourth section of this Act, and shall be 
read and construed as if iu terms made applicable to same. AU 
persons maldng out or revising any such lists, or preparing any 
burgess roll, or doing any act iu relation to the same, shall have 
40 and they arc hereby required to have regard to the provisions of 
this Ant as regards tho qualification of burgesses and otherwise, as 
[27-] B 
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if such qualification had been prescribed in the Acts under which 
such lists are made out. 

17 _( 1 .) Not^thstanding anything contained in any general or 
local Act, premises the occupation or joint occupation of which, as 
the case may be, under the provisions of any such Act, confers a 5 
right to vote at the election of a member or members of any local 
authority, need not be premises of any prescribed class, or of any 
prescribed annual value, but may bo any rated premises within the 
municipal snea. 

(2.) The provisions of sections ten, eleven, twelve, and fifteen of 10 
this Act shall apply in the case of the premises mentioned in this 
section in the same manner as in the case of the premise in the 
said sections expressly referred to, and as if the qualification for 
voting at the elections in this section mentioned were in the said 
sections expressly referred to. 16 

(3.) For the purposes of this section the term “ local authority ” 
shall mean commissioners appointed by virtue of an Act made in 
the ninth year of King George the Fourth, intituled “ An Act to 
“ make provision for the lighting, cleansing, and watching of cities 
“ and towns coipointe, and market towns in Ireland in certain 20 
“ cases,” and any municipal town or township commissioners 
appointed under any general or local Act. 

18. In this Act and the said Acts, and in the Acts in the 
seventeenth section of this Act referred to, wherever words occur 
which import the masculine gender, the same shall nevertheless he 26 
held to include females for all purposes connected with and having 
reference to the right to vote in the election of councillors, 
aldermen, auditors, and assessors. 

19 . This Act shall not apply to England or Scotland. 
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SCHEDULE. 


A.B. 1891. 


Form No. 1. 

Notice to Occupm' that Tacces are unpaid. 

To A.B., 

5 Municipal borough of 

Take notice that you will not be entitled to have your name inserted in 
the burgess lists for tlie municipal borough of , now about to 

be made out, in respect of the premises in your occupation in [sfo-eet or place\, 
unless on or before the thirty-iirst day of August next the taxes under- 
10 mentioned, due from you in respect of said prcniieee previously to the first 
day of January last, amounting to £ , are paid, and in case such 

payment is not made as aforesaid you will be incapable of being on the next 
burgess roll for the said mouicipal borough. {Here set forth accurately the 
taxes required to he paid to entitle the occupier to bo enrolled in the burgess 
15 roll} 

Dated the day of May 18 . 

(Signed) C.D. \_Ckrh, Collector of Poor 
Ratesy or Collector General, or 
other person having authority 

20 to give the notice!} 


Form No. 2. 

Notice that Taxes are unpaid to Occupier of Premises in 
Parliamentary Porough. 

To A.B., 

25 Tai-liamentary Borough of 
Municipal Borough of 

Take notice that you will not bo entitled to have your name inserted in the 
list of parliamentary voters for the parliamentary borough of , now 

about to be made out, in respect of the premises in your occupation in [street or 
30 place}, unless on or before the first day of July next all poor rates due in 

[27.] 0 
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AD. 1691. respect of said premises np to the first tiny of January Inst, amouutmg to £ , 

are paid by you or by the owner of the premipcs, and in case such payment is 
not made as aforesaid you will be incapable of being on the next register of 
parliamentary voters for the said parliamentary borough. 

And take further notice, that you will not bo entitled to have your name 5 
inserted in the burgess lists for the municipal borough of , now 

about to be made out, in respect of tho premises in yonr occupation in [street 
or unless on or before the thirty -first day of August next the taxes 

under-mentioned, due from you in respect of sai<l premises previously to the 
first (lay of January last, and which (including the aiun mentioned above as 10 
due for poor rate) amount to £ , are i)a‘ul, and in case such payment 

is not made as aforesaid you will bo inca])able of being on tho next burgess 
roll for the said muiiictpal borough. [TUrc set fnrth acciirutch/ the taxes 
required to be paid to entitle the occupier to he enrolled in the Inirriess roZ?.] 

Dated this day of May l.S . 15 

(Signed) C.D. [CMi or Collector, or 
CoUcr.tor Gcnauil, or other 
jicr-sons linrim/ authority to 
•jive the nvticc.l 


Toum No. rl. 20 

Notice to he published hy the Town Clerh in a Mxmicipal 
Borough only. 

Municipal boTou;:h f I hereby give noticc tbit no person will be entitled to 
of have his name inserted in any list of burgesses of the 

Lmunicipal borough of , now about to be 25 

made in respect of the occupation of any property situate within such borough, 
unless on or before the thii-ty-first day of August next all the taxes herein- 
after mentioned, which have become payable in respect of those premises 
previously to the first day of January last past, sliall have been jiaid, and in 
case such payments are not made as aforesaid such persons will be incapable of 30 
being upon the next burgess roll I’or this borough in respect of those 
premises. 

Dated this day of 18 

(Signed) A.B., Town Clerk of said Borough. 

The taxes required to be paid to entitle the occupier of auy premises to be 36 
enrolled in the burgess roll are [p(;or rates, borough rate, or otherwise as the case 
may de], 
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Notice to he pv,hlished hy the Town OlerJc in a Parliamentary 
and 3ftmieipal Borough. 


Parliamentary borouyU f I licrcby give notice that no ijcrsoii will be entitled 
of name iriKcrtcd in any list of parliamentary 

to wit. IvoterH for the purliamcntary borough of , now 

about to be made, in rcupcct of the occupation of premises rated nudor the 
last rate for ilie relief of tiui dcstiiiutc poor separately or togotlnir at a not 
annual value of 10/. or u[>\vurds, or in the oasc of joint occupiers lOZ. or 
10 upwards for eacK of such Joint occupiers, or as inhabitant occupier of a 
dwelling-house, unless on or Ircfure the firat day of July next all the poor 
rates (if any) due in respect of such premises before the first day of January 
last past shall Itavc been paid ; and in case .such payments are not made as 
aforesaid such persons will he inciijrable of being upon the next register of 
15 j»rliamentary voters for this Inn’ougli In res])ect «»f those iircmisos. 

Municipal borough r Audi hereby give fiurfchcr notice that no person will be 
of -I entitled to have his named inserted in any list of burgesses 

to wit Lof tho municij>al borough of , now about to be 


made, in respect of the occupation of any property aittiatc within such boi'ougli, 
20 unless on or before tho thirty-tii’st day of August next all the taxes liei’cin 
after mentioned, -which havtj hcconie payable in respect of those premises 
previously to the first day of January last post, shall have been paid, and in 
case such payments are not Tna<lo as aforesaid such persons will be incapable 
of being upon the next burgess roll for this borough in respect of those 


A.D. 1891. 


25 premises. 

Dated this day of 18 . 

(Signed) AM., Town CJerh of said borough. 
The taxes required to be j>aid to entitle the occupier of any premises to 
be enrolled in the burgess roll are {jmur raieSi borough rate, or otherwise, as the 
30 case mag be]. 
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Kranolil«e« (li'eland). 


BILL 

lb amend the JUw relating to Ifranohiaea 
ia Ireland. 


Ur. F. J. 
Ptmer.Mr. 


ter, Ur. Kr^Buiari 

•mriee Meeig, Mr. Sexton, and 


Ordered, bfr llio Hovoa of Conao&a, to he Printed, 
S6 fravember 1S90. 




[AiMtd.] 

[601 S7-1 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



